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"QUITO & ANDES HIGHLIGHTS

"TYPE OF TRIP;" " Small group (2 i 6 persons )
COMFORT LEVEL: Mid range
DATES: 20 i 26 June 2017

June 20 : Quito
~Arrive at Quito, t he worl dé s second hi g h eaftitude c Aipparttremdptiomand @ivate 0 m.
transfer “t5o- —a - s mal |l-~ran'd:cosy ~hotel Jfn -Qui%oas Mmew. Lt own.
Accommodation in Hostal de la Rabida / this day no meals are included

~June 21 tho Old Town .- Capilla del Hombre 4
At 9.00 a.m. our guide will meet you at the hotel to start the excursion to Colonlal tho The city tour
~ _startsat La Plaza Grande , also known as Plaza de Independencia , with the goverhm,ental palace. We
. will visit several churches where you can see the typical Latin -American mix of Gothic, Moorish and
Baroque styles. - Afterwards continue to the Museo Fundacion Guayasamln located on a hill in the
. northern part of Quito. The expressionist painter and scu Iptor Oswaldo Guayasamin, who lived from
1919 to 1999, is considered one of the greatest artists of Ecuador. The main theme in his paintings
are the suffering of the repressed people of Latin America. Near the museum is the impressive Capilla

deIHombreGuayasamlnos chapel dedi cated to- manKkind, from w
Quito. . ' ;
Accommodation " in Hostal de la Rabida / Including breakfast
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June 22 :Mitad del Mundo i SanClemente  homestay '

Departure from the hotel at 9.00 am. and drive to the Equator and visit the site museum Solar Inti

Nan, where you can stand with one foot in each hemisphere and learn the ins and outs about the

middle of the earth. We then continue to the northern highlands, with beautiful landscapes of
mount ains and lakes, and  a rich cultural heritage. In the afternoon arrive at the indigenous Karanki
community of San Clemente, located near Imbabura volcano. This is a homestay project where you

will stay in a small rural lodge and share daily life with your . indigenous hosts; learn about their
sustainable way of agriculture, use of medicinal plants, food preparation, and other local tradltlons

You will sleep in a small but cosy cabin with private bath room .

Accommodation in San Clemente’ homestay / Including breakfast = and dinner

June 23: San Clemente i. Cuicocha crater lake - Otavalo

Free morning in the community of San Clemente. Yau can take a hike'in the.gardens and help your

hosts in their daily chores, or choose one of the optional tours organized by the ¢ ommunity.

At noon our guide will drive you to Cuicocha , a beautiful craterlake at the foot of of Cotacachi volcano.
You can take a short hike to view a variety of Andean flora and enjoy spectacular views of the crystal

clear lake, which has two tiny islands created by volcanic domes. : In the late afternoon arri ve at the
small town of Otavalo, home of the economically most successful indigenous group of Ecuador.
Accommodation in La Posada de Quinde / Including breakfast

June 24: Otavalo market i Mindo cloud forest

In the morning you will .have
time to. explore the famous
Saturday. market of Otavalo.
Getup e arly to visit the animal
market with lamas, sheep and
guineapig, - and then stroll
around the Plaza de Ponchos,

~ where you can buy all kind of
handicrafts made of leather,
wood, wool and dough.

. Around “ noon departure to
Mindo area, the cloud forest
on the northwestern slopes. of
the Andes. You will stay in

" Terraza de Danas ecolodge.
Each room has its private

: terrace, often visited by

hummingbirds and butterflies, from where you will enjoy breathtaking views of the forest A gre at

place to relax and enjoy nature'
Accommodation in Las Terrazas de Dana / including breakfast
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June 25 :Mindo T Quito

The Mindo area is home to an estimated

550 bird species, including many
species of hummingbirds, the chestnut -
mandibled toucan, toucan barbet, giant
antpitta, scaled fruiteather, club -
winged manakan, torrent duck, among
others. After a hike to the waterf alls
near Mindo, we will visit a butterfly farm
and a chocolate factory, where you can
see the process of making artisanal
chocolate, from the cacao bean to the

chocolate bar. In the afternoon return
to Quito.
Accommodation in Hostal de la

Rabida /including breakfast

June 26 : International departure or Galapagos / Amazon e
Transfer from hotel to Quito Airport for your international departure
Galapagos Islands or one of our Amazon jungle lodges.

Including breakfast

Including:

, or for an extension to the

- All transfers by private car with English speaking

airport)

driver -guide (including transfers from and to the

- All accommodations in small and cosy mid range hotels, based on single or double room with
private bath and hot water, including taxes and breakfast
- Allday excursions as detailed in the itinerary,

- Meals as detailed in the itinerary

including guide, transfers, entrance fees

- Homestay at San Clemente community, including accommaodation in rural lodge with private bath,

dinner and breakfast



